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ADVOCATE FOR CHILDREN IN CARE — APPOINTMENT 
Statement by Minister for Child Protection 

MS S.F. McGURK (Fremantle — Minister for Child Protection) [12.13 pm]: I have the great pleasure of 
updating the house on the appointment of a new Advocate for Children in Care at the Department of Communities. 
In 2006, the Advocate for Children in Care was first appointed to focus on the interests of children and young people 
in care by advocating on their behalf, liaising with service providers, providing strategic advice and managing 
complaints. Amanda Poglits was recently appointed Advocate for Children in Care. She is the first Aboriginal person 
to be appointed to the role. 
Mr D.A. Templeman: I taught her. 
Ms S.F. McGURK: No doubt the Leader of the House was a significant influence on Amanda, or she is a survivor! 
It is one of the two! 
Amanda is a Yamatji Noongar woman born and raised in the midwest town of Three Springs. Her work in human 
services has been extensive over the last 22 years, including work in the Departments of Education and Justice. In 
her short time as the advocate, Amanda has already developed strong relationships with CREATE Foundation and 
the Commissioner for Children and Young People. Amanda has travelled to child protection districts to provide staff 
with an understanding of her role. A young person with lived experience has also joined the specialist child protection 
unit to support the advocate and provide leadership and role modelling for other children and young people in care. 
The potential to expand and drive the voice of the child has led to a 2023 program of work to continuously improve 
the way Communities works with children and young people. This will include the development of a children in 
care circle advisory group to create a space for children’s and young people’s voices to be collated and delivered 
to Communities to promote advocacy, consultation and peer support. 
The Advocate for Children in Care role is committed to reducing the over-representation of Aboriginal children in 
care, building on the success of the Earlier Intervention and Family Support Strategy, which saw the first reduction 
in the number of children in care since 1997 and, most significantly, the first reduction in the number of Aboriginal 
children in care since 1996. I am proud to be part of a government that is committed to building strong links to 
children and young people and ensuring that their voices are always heard. 
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